PURANAS-----PURCHASE.

dialogue. Puppets in English, Trench
marionette^ Italian fantoccini, are of great
antiquity. In early times in England pup-
pet-shows were called mota'ons, and generally
represented some scriptural subject. In
later times they hare ranged from Punch
and Judy to representations of shipwrecks
and battles. During recent years a higher
than the street public have patronized ela-
borate performances by puppets, chiefly
Italian.

Pura'nas.   See Sanskrit.
Purandhar', a town of India in Poona
district, Bombay, 20 miles south-east of
Poona city, once a fortress, and now a sani-
tarium for European troops,

Puybeck, ISLE OP, south of Dorsetshire,
a peninsula so separated from the mainland
on the north by Poole harbour and the
Prome as to be connected with it by only a
very narrow isthmus. It is about 12 miles
long by 7 miles broad. The prevailing rock
is limestone.

Pnrbeck Beds, the uppermost members
of the Oolite proper, or according to other
writers the basis of the Wealden formation;
deriving their name from the peninsula of
Purbeck, where they are typically displayed.
They consist of argillaceous and calcareous
shales, and fresh-water limestones and mar-
bles, and are altogether 300 feet thick.
They are noted for their layers of fossil
vegetable earth (dirt-beds), inclosing roots,
trunks, and branches of cycads and conifers.
Pnrbeek Marble, PDEBECK STONE, an im-
pure fresh-water limestone obtained from
the Purbeck beds. It takes on a good
polish, but is deficient in durability under
exposure to the air, and has hence lost much
of its favour as a building-stone. It is
nmch used for slender shafts in the interior
of Gothic buildings, for which purpose it
answers well.

Pur'eell, HBNET, English musical com-
poser, born in 1658, was the son of a musi-
cian of the chapel-royal When quite young
he was admitted a chorister of the chapel-
royal, where he studied music under Dr.
Blow among other teachers, and in 1679
he became organist of Westminster Abbey,
and in 1682 of the chapel-royal, holding
both appointments conjointly. In 1680,
probably, he composed for a private semi-
nary Dido and Eneas, which has been called
the first genuine English opera, but has
never been produced on the public stage.
For some years after he became organist of
Westminster Abbey he composed mainly an-

thems and sacred music, all of great excel-
lence. In 1690 he wrote the music for Dry-
den's version of The Tempest. In 1691 he
produced the music to Dryden's King Ar-
thur, which, though considered his dramatic
master-piece, was not published until 1843.
In 1694 he wrote, for St. Cecilia's Day, his
great works The Jubilate and Te Deum, and
in 1695 the music to Boncluca, in which was
'Britons, Strike Home.' He died 1695, and
was buried in Westminster Abbey. Purcell
was equally great in church music, chamber
music, and music for the theatre.
Purchas, SAMUEL, was born in 1577, at
Thaxted, in Essex, and educated at Cam-
bridge. He took orders and buoaine in 1604
rector of Eastwood in Essex, the duties of
which office he left for Boiue years to be
discharged by a brother, while he devoted
himself in London to the self-imposed task
of collecting geographical, historical, and
miscellaneous information. In 1613 ho
issued Purchas his Pilgrimage, or Halations
of the World and the .Religions observed in
all Ages and Places discovered from the
Creation unto the Present, &c. In 1615 he
was appointed rector of St. Martin's, Lud-
gate Hill, London, a position favourable to
the pursuit of his multifarious researches.
The MS. remains of Hakluyt having come
into his hands he gave to his next work, pub-
lished in 1624, the title Hakluytus Posthu-
mus, or Purchas his Pilgrims, containing a
History of the World in Sea Voyages and
Lande Tra veils by Englishmen and others,
which is valuable as containing the narra-
tives of voyagers, explorers, and adventurers
as written by themselves, the language of
the previous work, the Pilgrimage, on. the
other hand being Purchas's own. The Pil-
grims have been much utilized by subse-
quent compilers of voyages and travels.
Purchas died in London in 1626.
Purchase, in law, is the act of obtaining
or acquiring the title to lands and tenements
by money, deed, gift, or any means except
by descent. To be worth so many years1
purchase is said of property that would
bring in, in the specified time, an amount
equal to the sum paid. Thus to buy an
estate at twenty years' purchase is to buy
it for^a sum equivalent to the total return
from it for twenty years.
Purchase, a system, now abolished, by
which more than half the first appointments
and much of the subsequent promotion, of
officers in the British army used to be ef-
fected. The prices of commissions were
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